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	[bookmark: _Toc1191460284]UNIT NARRATIVE

	After the Civil War, America changed quickly. Factories, railroads, and new inventions created huge industries that made the United States one of the world’s leading powers. Millions of people found jobs in these factories—but the work was often hard, dangerous, and poorly paid. 
At the same time, westward expansion continued. The government encouraged people to move west by offering free land through the Homestead Act and by supporting the building of railroads. Farmers, miners, and ranchers moved into areas that had long been home to Native Americans, leading to violence and wars. The government forced Native peoples onto reservations and tried to make them give up their traditional ways of life through laws like the Dawes Act (1887). While settlers gained land and opportunity, Native Americans lost land, freedom, and culture.
In the South, the end of slavery did not bring real equality. Many formerly enslaved people became sharecroppers, farming land owned by others and staying in deep debt. White leaders promoted the idea of a “New South” that would build factories and modern cities, but most of the region stayed poor and dependent on agriculture. Jim Crow laws and court cases like Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) made segregation and discrimination legal.




[bookmark: _Toc69341603][bookmark: _Toc1895821859]CONTENT STANDARDS
Below are the standards taught and assessed in this unit. 
Note to CM: Choose the version that is used for your state

	Readiness Standards
	Supporting Standards

	Readiness: US.3(B) analyze economic issues such as the growth of railroads, farm issues, and the cattle industry boom. 

Readiness: US.9(B) explain how Jim Crow laws and the Ku Klux Klan created obstacles to the civil rights for minorities such as suppression of voting

Readiness: US.13(A) analyze the causes and effects of changing demographic patterns resulting from migration within the United States, including westward development. 

Readiness US.26(A): explain the effects of scientific discoveries and technological advances such as electric power, telephone… petroleum-based products, steel production…on economic development in the United States

	Supporting: US.15(A) describe the economic impact of the Transcontinental Railroad and the Homestead Act contributed to the closing the frontier in the late 19th century. 





	New Content 
	Review Content 

	Impacts of Westward Expansion 
· Closing the frontier 
· Reservation System 
· Communication and Transportation Innovation 
Second Industrial Revolution (Technological Revolution) 
· Innovations + Impact 
End of Reconstruction 
· Legal segregation 
· Jim Crow Laws 
· Wage labor in the South (Sharecropping/Tenant Farming) 
	Market Revolution: Unit 4 Topic 5 & 6 
Age of Reform: U4 Topic 11 (Abolition only) 
African Americans in the Early Republic Unit 4 Topic 12 
Society of the South in the Early Republic Unit 4 Topic 13
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Important big ideas and processes for the unit.



	Key Understandings

	· WXT – Work, Exchange, and Technology: Industrialization transformed the U.S. economy, creating both enormous wealth and deep inequality.
· MIG – Migration and Settlement: Massive internal migration and new waves of immigration reshaped cities, labor, and cultural identity.
· GEO – Geography and the Environment: Expansion into the West altered the environment and displaced Indigenous peoples.



	Key Questions

	· In what ways did mass immigration and rapid urbanization change American society and spark debates over identity and belonging?
· How did economic development and federal policies reshape the South and the West after the Civil War?
· How did economic hardship and government policy drive farmers to organize politically in the late 19th century?
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[bookmark: Background]Suggested daily guide for instruction in this unit. 
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	Objective(s) and Standard(s)
	Instructional Notes
	Lesson Assessment

	Lesson 01
Economic Impacts of Westward Expansion
	
Explain the economic impacts of the settlement of the West from 1877 to 1898. 

AP Standards
U6.LOB
Explain the causses and effects of the settlement of the West from 1877 to 1898. 

State Standards
Readiness: US.3(B) analyze economic issues such as the growth of railroads, farm issues, and the cattle industry boom. 

Supporting: US.15(A) describe the economic impact of the Transcontinental Railroad and the Homestead Act contributed to the closing the frontier in the late 19th century. 

	Key Points 
· Improvements in mechanization helped agricultural production increase substantially and contributed to declines in food prices.
· Many farmers responded to the increasing consolidation in agricultural markets and their dependence on the evolving railroad system by creating local and regional cooperative organizations.
· Following the Civil War, government subsidies for transportation and communication systems helped open new markets in North America
· The building of transcontinental railroads, the discovery of mineral resources, and government policies promoted economic growth and created new communities and centers of commercial activity.
	EOC Lesson Assessment 


	Lesson 02 
Westward Expansion: Social & Cultural Development 

	Evaluate how historical context influenced Frederick Jackson Turner’s argument in The Significance of the Frontier in American History and interpret how his ideas reflected both pride and anxiety in America’s identity at the end of the 1800s.  

AP Standards
U6.LOB
Explain the causes and effects of the settlement of the West from 1877 to 1898. 

State Standards
Readiness: US.3(B) analyze economic issues such as the growth of railroads, farm issues, and the cattle industry boom. 

Readiness: US.13(A) analyze the causes and effects of changing demographic patterns resulting from migration within the United States, including westward development. 

	Key Points 
· The closing of the frontier in 1890 marked a turning point in U.S. history, prompting Americans to reflect on how westward expansion had shaped the nation’s character and future direction.
· Frederick Jackson Turner’s Frontier Thesis (1893) argued that the frontier experience created a unique American identity, defined by independence, democracy, and continual renewal.
· Turner’s ideas resonated with Americans during a time of rapid industrialization and urban change, offering reassurance that national strength and unity came from the pioneer spirit.
· Modern historians view Turner’s thesis as a powerful myth as well as a historical interpretation, one that celebrated progress while ignoring the displacement of Native peoples and hardships faced by immigrants and laborers.
· The idea of the frontier continues to influence American identity and culture, shaping how the United States understands innovation, expansion, and the meaning of progress.

	Short Answer Question 


	Lesson 03
Westward Expansion - Conflict
	Explain how U.S. expansion and the closing of the frontier transform the lives and sovereignty of Native Peoples in the West. 

AP Standards
U6.LOB
Explain the causes and effects of the settlement of the West from 1877 to 1898. 



State Standards
Readiness: US.3(B) analyze economic issues such as the growth of railroads, farm issues, and the cattle industry boom. 

Readiness: US.13(A) analyze the causes and effects of changing demographic patterns resulting from migration within the United States, including westward development. 


	Key Points 
· The U.S. Reservation System confined Native peoples to limited lands, destroyed their independence, and made them dependent on government agents.
· Broken promises—like the U.S. violation of the Treaty of Fort Laramie after gold was found in the Black Hills—sparked violent conflicts between the Lakota Sioux and the U.S. Army.
· Leaders such as Crazy Horse and Sitting Bull united Plains tribes in resistance, achieving a temporary victory at the Battle of the Little Bighorn in 1876.
· After their defeat, the Lakota turned to spiritual hope through the Ghost Dance movement, which U.S. authorities misinterpreted as rebellion.
· The 1890 Wounded Knee Massacre ended armed Native resistance and symbolized the tragic cost of U.S. westward expansion and the “closing of the frontier.”
	Short Answer Question

	Lesson 04-05
The “New” South 
	Explain how competing visions of Southern identity shape economic and social development in the post-Reconstruction South. 

AP Standards 
U6.LOC 
Explain how various factors contributed to continuity and change in the “New” South from 1877-1898

State Standards
Readiness: US.9(B) explain how Jim Crow laws and the Ku Klux Klan created obstacles to the civil rights for minorities such as suppression of voting
	Key Points 
· Despite industrial growth, agriculture and sharecropping remained central to the Southern economy, perpetuating poverty and debt.
· Plessy v. Ferguson legalized racial segregation and marked the end of Reconstruction-era gains for African Americans.
· The "New South" represented a reassertion of Southern identity but deepened inequality and contradicted national ideals of freedom and equality.
· African Americans refused to accept injustice, building institutions and challenging oppression—foundations of future civil rights movements.
	Lesson Product – Mini DBQ 

EOC Practice Quiz 


	Lesson 06 
Technological Innovations
	Explain the impact of technological advancements on society and economic growth in the era 1877-1898

AP Standards
U6.LOD
Explain the effects of technological advances in the development of the United States over time.

State Standards 
Readiness US.26(A): explain the effects of scientific discoveries and technological advances such as electric power, telephone… petroleum-based products, steel production…on economic development in the United States


	Key Points 
· Steel production improvements, railroad expansion, electrical power, and factory machinery created a web of interdependent technologies. Steel enabled railroads; railroads created demand for more steel; electricity powered factories; factories needed railroads to distribute goods. 
· Entrepreneurs used new technologies strategically to solve a problem: produce more goods at lower cost. Andrew Carnegie's steel empire exemplifies vertical integration (controlling mines, railroads, and distribution to eliminate middlemen and maximize profits).
· Real wages rose for some workers and access to transportation improved, but productivity per worker increased far more than wages rose. Skilled workers were displaced and deskilled; job security decreased; wealth inequality accelerated.
· Different groups experienced technological change very differently. Factory workers gained employment opportunities but faced danger, monotony, and wage stagnation. Farmers using mechanization increased output but faced competition and displacement. Capitalists and investors accumulated rapid fortunes.
· Technologies themselves are neutral tools; how societies use them reflects power dynamics, policy decisions, and values. Productivity gains could have been shared with workers through higher wages, but business owners chose to keep them. Government could have regulated these practices but largely didn't during this period.
	Open Response: 
Technological innovation in the Gilded Age increased production dramatically. Based on today's lesson, why is it historically inaccurate to say that innovation automatically led to 'progress ‘for American society?"

	Lesson 7 Flex
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